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his father. Upon this, Ilashmet declares that since fortune
is so favourable to him, he fears the whole thing must be
a dream; but the Sultan consoles him by saying that even
if it be but a dream, it will assuredly ere long come to pass.

Hashmet has two other prose works: the Sur-Namc or
Viladet-Name, an account of the festivities held on the oc-
casion of the birth of the Princess Hibet-ullah in Rcjcb 1172
(March 1759); and the Sened-ush-Shucard or Title-Deed of
Poets, which he dedicated to Rdghib Pasha, and in which
he discusses certain passages from the Koran and the Hadfs
which fall into metrical form, whence he endeavours to prove
that the poetic art must have been held in high esteem by
the Prophet.

The following ghazels are from Hashmet's more original
poems: the first is an example of his outspokenness.

Ghazel. [384]

'Tis lies that form the themes of all the grandees of Ihe state;
And lies would fain on this poor tongue * likewise predominate.

We've washed our hands of yonder fountain-spring of truthfulness;
And lies do like the Rebel Stream2 sweep through the woild dale.

The legend on the signet-ling of truth is worn away;
'Tis lies that in our day ennoble them of high estate.

The only cause of poetry's disfavour slandeth here:

That naught of lies the folk have left the poet to nairalc.

Hypocrisy is loved of all, both high and low, Hashmet;
And lies compose the capital alike of small and great.

1  That is, on the poet's own tongue.

2  Nelu-ul-cAsi, the  Rebel or  Tumultuous  Stream  is  the modem  name of
the Syiian rivei called in ancient times the Orontes.